[Heterotopic pregnancy: a report of 5 cases and review of the literature].
Heterotopic pregnancy, also called combined pregnancy, associates extra-uterine pregnancy and intra-uterine pregnancy. We report five cases of heterotopic pregnancy illustrating this condition and reviewed the recent literature from 1994 to 1999. We compared the results of this review with earlier data in the literature from 1971 to 1993. We observed that therapeutic management of the extra-uterine pregnancy and course of the intra-uterine pregnancy have changed little over this period. Conversely, the frequency of heterotopic pregnancy has steadily increased since the development of medically assisted reproduction, although spontaneous cases continue to occur. The diagnosis of heterotopic pregnancy is often difficult as the symptomatology is often misleading. Transvaginal ultrasound generally gives the diagnosis which may be confirmed by laparoscopy, allowing treatment of the extra-uterine pregnancy. Maternal and intra-uterine fetal prognosis depends on early diagnosis which should be made, if possible, prior to termination of the extra-uterine pregnancy.